Stella Asamoah

Cassandra Bercier

I am honored to be a chosen recipient of this
scholarship. I anticipate to graduate in May 2021
from Maria College in Albany with my RN and
will be using this scholarship money towards
my student bill. It has been a longtime dream,
which I have finally been able to put into reality.
Thank you for supporting me through this
career advancement!

This scholarship will help alleviate my
financial barriers and also has helped me
set up my educational goals.

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Monica Bliss

Emily Boino
This scholarship is going to make big
difference in my education. The money from
the scholarship will help by allowing me to be
more selective in how I spend my time. I will
be able to maximize my college experience
through service-learning, volunteer
opportunities and internships. Also be able to
spend time with family while also earning my
dream degree to become a registered nurse!

Without a degree, I’ve worked in multiple positions
in the arts as an opera singer with Berkshire Opera
Festival, a Sales Manager at Barrington Stage
Company and the Artistic Director of the Whitney
Center for the Arts. Completing my education will
allow me to continue to advance in my career,
study in my field and develop my leadership skills.
I’m beyond grateful for the support of Berkshire
BPW!

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Brooke Bridges

Toni Buckley
This scholarship will enable me to focus on
my academic journey while working full time
at Berkshire Community College. Especially
since many of us had to pivot to working
from home, separating work from personal
and school life.

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Billie Jo George

Holly Hunter
With a deep pile of Covid-related medical bills, I
was unsure that I would be able to continue my
current education track. This scholarship has
ensured that I will be able to graduate this coming
May (a mere 21 years after high school!) so that I
may get out into our community and work to
ensure that our poverty stricken families have the
chance at a healthy future they (and their children)
deserve.

Since I began the journey in furthering my education
to obtain my bachelor's degree, my son and I have
been sharing a computer. Late night assignments,
early morning school days, and NEVER being able to
find a charger are just a few things that made that
very difficult for the both of us. I feel like after many
months of him being a good sharer, I would like to
reward him with a nice little Chromebook he can use
for his own!!

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Viviane Komenda-Scherer

Michelle Levesque
Being awarded this scholarship has
made me realize that I am doing the
right thing by continuing my education
and pursuing my Bachelors degree.

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Rhodalyn MacQuaye

Lindsay McCarthy

This scholarship advances my career in several
critical ways. First, it directly supports my
engineering tuition allowing me to stay on track
with my studies even during the pandemic.
Secondly, it provides support and encouragement
from fellow professional women in our community
which is deeply appreciated. Thirdly, it allows me to
model for my children that you can, and should,
strive to better yourself in all stages of our lives.

I am so appreciative for this award and this
will give me opportunity to buy some books
and laptop that I need so urgently for school.
God bless you all for the initiative to help and
support the community.

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Sonya Purvis

Stephanie Quetti
Thank you for the scholarship. I will use it to
purchase a new laptop. This will actually be the
first new laptop I have ever bought for myself.
All of the others have been hand-me-downs or
refurbished so I am very appreciative. I will also
be able to pay for 4 textbooks toward my
Master's in Social Work degree courses this
semester at Westfield State University. It is my
first semester of my 3-year part-time program.

This scholarship helps to advance my career
because it helps take some of the pressure
off from a financial standpoint. In turn, this
allows me to focus on other things regarding
the importance of my degree. It also helps
my career because it is an honor to get
scholarships and it shows that the person is
dedicated. Thank you.

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Karen Ruiz Leon

Cansas Scutt

The Berkshire BPW scholarship will help me advance my
professional career by allowing me to pursue and pay part
of my master's in Social Justice Education with UMass
Amherst tuition this semester. This is my first time back in
school after 13 years since obtaining my undergraduate
degree, it is challenging to work full time and be a student in
a demanding program, with BBPW's financial help I am able
to make this dream happen and worry less about how to
pay for school and supplies. Thank you!!

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Alicia Starsja

Chelsea Taylor
“Do what you can, with what you have,
where you are.”

This scholarship will help me be financially able to continue
down this educational path in my goal to get my master's in
social work. This is a career I wanted to pursue because, as
an individual who has been legally blind since birth, I have
been faced with many challenges. Instead of letting it hinder
me, I saw it as an opportunity, and it has built me into the
person I am today. However, I know that there are many
individuals who face challenging situations, and being
someone that has faced many barriers, I know how hard this
is, and how important it is to have someone there to help
and provide support. I have a deep-rooted passion for
helping others and making a positive difference within my
community.

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Heather Thompson

Jessica Twing
As I approach graduation, in 2021, from Elms
College with my BSW, I have begun looking for
master's programs, and will soon be doing
applications. Having the opportunity to receive
this scholarship helps foster my academic,
personal, and professional growth as I strive to
be a better version of myself. Being able to get
the needed technology to continue my
education and work helping others in a Covid
world is truly something I am grateful for, thank
you for this opportunity.

Receiving this generous scholarship will help
me to obtain my professional teaching license
and will put me closer to achieving my Masters
Degree in Vocational Education. I will now be
able to complete the final course needed next
semester. Without this scholarship, it would
have taken me longer to complete the
necessary classes. Many thanks to the BPW
scholarship committee!

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

Soncere Williams

Jacqueline Ziemek

I have been teaching for 10+ years, and I really
enjoy working with other teachers in order to
improve our practice and help all students
succeed. I would like to move into the role of VP for
Teaching and Learning so that I have the ability to
do just that, but on a larger scale. The MCLA
Leadership Academy will provide me with the
education necessary to earn my administrator
license. This scholarship is helping me to pay for a
course this semester, and I am very grateful!

As a single mother of two who has worked incredibly
hard to accomplish higher education goals while still
maintaining my household, this scholarship will help
relieve some of that financial burden. As I complete
my senior year at Elms College and push forward
towards preparing for my MSW program, the
scholarship will help to decrease my final loan
amounts and make paying for the next steps in my
educational journey that much easier. THANK YOU!

2020 Career Advancement Scholarship

